‘SHLECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


‘PUBLISHED IN THE 


pt cee & S 


~ PUNIAB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, AND 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


"* Révéived up to Oth March, 1872, 


POLITICAL (DOMEST IC). 
Pie ‘Aina-i-Aib-N umd-i-H ind of the 1 Tth February 


erent the unfortunate condition of Rajah Soochet Singh of 
Chumba. ‘The wtiter thinks it a great pity that Government 


should have unj justly deprived him of the musnud throu gh the 


apathy and indifference shown to his cause by its subordi inate 
officers, and is surprised to find that, though a long time has 
now elapsed since his displacenient, Justice has not yet ‘béen 
done him, and the poor man is passing his days in misery and 
wretchedness. ‘That the. lawful heir should have been set aside, 
and a person, who had no right to it, should have been invested 


with the government of the state, is indeed much to be re gret~ 


ted. The writer believes that the case has not yet attracted the 
attention of the higher authorities, and that on its being broug! ht 
befre them justice will be done to Soochet Singh. 


“The ‘same paper of the 24th February also alludes to the 


condition of the Rai ah, which is described as being very 
pial cer 


“Tn connection with Soochet Singh’s history, the ie 


refers also ‘to the case of disputed succession to the state of 
Malier Kotla; arid holds up the matter as another instance 
to show how little confidénce native chiefs and princes ought 


to répose in’ ‘the’ promises’ and — of the: British 


Government, ‘whether written or verbal.. Or) ONZ oi 
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A correspondent of the Aina-i- Aib-Numé-i-Hind ‘of the 
17th February invites attention to the following grievances 


experienced by him in - unt _ rail from — to 
Umballa. 


(a) When tickets are distributed at the tihnte alban. 
tion, passengers of all ranks receive ‘very harsh ‘and disgrace- 
ful treatment at the hands of the policemen, stationed at the 
door at the time. All persons who go in to get tickets are 
driven out, without any regard to their rank or position. _ 

(®) The ticket-master refuses to give more than one ticket 
atatime. The writer, who had a brother and an old woman with 
him, asked for three tickets to Beas, but was told that each man 
must procure his own ticket, and that, therefore, no more than 
one ticket could be given him. The man urged that he had one 
woman with him, who could not appear in publi ic to get her 
ticket ; but the ticket-master persisted in ref using, Hence 
he was obliged to ask for a single ticket; but here another 
difficulty presented itself. The ticket-master would not return 
the change, and insisted on his going to. get it from thie 
banker outside, who is in his interest, and who charges three 
pies per rupee as discount (vide p. 86, para, 4, of the Selections 
for the week ending 17th February last). The man was ob- 
ligedto comply. He received change for three rupees, and 
then procured three tickets, first: going to procure one for himself, 


then sending his brother to get: me and a third man to procure 
one for the old woman. 


The writer is at a loss to understand te more than one 
ticket should not be supplied to one man, unless the object is to 
subject passengers to much unnecessary trouble and humilia- 
tion, and, what is worse, to compel Hindoostanee women, who 
are bound strictly to adhere to the forms of female seclu- 
tion, to niix shamelessly with the crowd in order to procure 
their tickets. As the only object can be to procure the price 
(of the tickets sold, it is not clear why the railway. officials 

should refuse to sell more than one, ticket. to one person. As 


in the case of stamp-papers, all men should be left at liberty 
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to purchase 28 many tickets aa they choose, whether they use 
them or not,.:; he greeter. tt the-number sold, the more how arin 
Government will derive... h 


The Agra Akhbar of the 20th Petirinty has been inferntied 
that there-has been such excessive rain in Hurdui ‘in: the month 
of Magh that the rubbee crops have been ruined. The heavy 
rain: of the past rainy season had destroyed. the khurreef har 
vest. ‘Fhe ‘editor remarks that eomplaints ef excessive rain 
have recently been repeatedly heard from: most’of the districts 
of the west. and the east, and that in some of. them there have 
been such: hailstorms that numerous fields have been: ruined. i 
In Agra, } Meerut, Allahabad, and Bhurtpore, according to a i 
correspondentt’s statement, a fierce hailstorm took. place on the. Hi 
6th February, | the hailstones which fell i in the neighbourhood, 
r of the. last-mentioned. place being more than a quarter of a 
geer each i in weight. This state of things has caused much 
anxiety to the cultivators » W ho are heard to sa y that if Go- 
vernment f ails to be leni ient i in the collection of the payment, 
of the revenue for this season also, they will be utterly undone. 


The same paper notices the proceedings of a meeting | | of 
the Azimgurh Debating Club held on the 6 th November last. 

The meeting was attended by a large number of European 
officers and native gentlem: en of learning and respectability, 
with Mr. Shakespear, the Commissioner, in the chair, The 
proceedings began with the recital of two essays on the de- 
velopment of agriculture in India, after which the question pro- 
posed i in the letter of the Secretary to the Government of India, 
in the Department of Agriculture, Revenue, and Commerce, 
dated 2nd N ovember last, was taken up for discussion, the 
drift of which was thatin each district a ground-plot of 1,000 
acres should be set apart for cultivation, first after the best 
- Dative methods and then after the European fashion, in order 
to serve..as:a specimen for the people, the experiment to be 
confined ia its infancy to six districts to be selected for the pur- 
pose’, The native members, while expressing their approval of 
the proposal, ‘suggested that it would, be much better: if the 
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experiment were to be opened in the-Government Gardens in 
different cities, where facilities for carrying out-the plan exist. 
A portion of the land in each garden might with advantage be 
devoted.to agricultural purposes, which should be. conducted 
both after the European and native methods with the aid of 
implements and machines of husbandry such as are used in 
European countries; and free permission should be given to 
the public to see the experiment, which would thus serve the 
purpose of a school for the training of agricultural:science. — 


- fhe members then dwelt upon the need of teaching the 
use of the different agricultural machines and implements to 
the people, of diffusing a knowledge of the principles of farm- 
ing and husbandry by circulating Oriental versions of treatises 
on agriculture such as that published by the Azim gurh Scientific 
Society and of directing their attention to the benefit which 
they would derive from using cow-dung, now used. exclusively 


as fuel, for manuring purposes, as well as to the necessity of 
improving the breed of cattle. 


The Oudh Akhbds of the 23rd February has a communi- 
cated article in which the writer asserts that the behaviour of 
the women of Umritsur continues to be as indecent as ever. 
‘The men and women are said to be allowed to- bathe in a state 

of nudity at the same tank. The municipal committee is 
blamed for taking no steps for putting a stop. to these. abuses. 
Complaints of theft and swindling are also stated to be frequent 
in the city. Thieyes seize men’s things in the open. market, 
and make away with them, Two instances have recently. 
occurred, in one of which a woman, while bathing in a tank, 


had her clothes carried away by a thief , and in the other a man 
was robbed of his cap in a public bazaar. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the same date, aan the. Nojiul- 
Akhbar of the 24th February, publish the proéeedings' of’ the 
Meerut Debating Society held at 8 p.m. on the 16th idem, in order 
to express the grief felt-by-the-natives of. India-at. the death 
of the late Viceroy. “The meeting. was. composed of: the: lead- 
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ing native gentlémen ofthe city, including persons of. the 
official class, who numbered about sixty or séventy in all. . The 
proceeding v3 were opened with a statement of the melancholy 
event, after which two resolutions were passed’ by the unani- 
mous consent of all present. :—(1) That an address of condolerice 
should be composed in Oordoo, and after being translated in: 
English one copy of it should be'sent to Lady Mayo, one to 
the Acting Governor-General, and one to the Secretary of 
State; (2) that a subscription should be raised 1 in order to 
perpetuate the memory of the late Viceroy. 


The second resolution was at once carried out. The mem- 
bers present were asked to name the amount which each was 


prepared | to contribute. .The result was the subscription on the . 


spot of Rs. 2,185. Several of the native gentlemen -contri- 
buted liberally ; ; among these may. be mentioned Sheikh 
Tlahee Buksh, who subscribed Rs. 500, Rai N und Kishore, 
Deputy. Collector, and. some. other gentlemen. Hopes were 
expressed that more money would be raised at the next meet- 
ing, and it was added that, if an appeal were to be made to all 


the native gentlemen of the district, a large amount would be 


‘subscribed. 


In the course of the puonending gs a notice was given by’ 
Rai-Nund Kishore, on the part of the Society, promising a 
reward of Rs. 300 to any one who would write a history: of the 
‘mournful event in a touching and pathetic style. : 


The “Akmal-ul-Akhbdr of the 28th February clas : 
similar meeting of the Anjuman at Delhi, on the 26th idem. 
The Assistant: Secretary collected together all that’ was pub- 
‘lished ‘as to the late Viceroy, and read it out to the audience, 
which elicited feelings of deep-felt grief. As a tribute to ‘the 
memory of Earl Mayo, it was resolved that a newspaper to 
be called ‘Mayo Memorial Gazette % should be started ‘by 


the: Society. The Akmal-wl-Akhbér approves of the proposal) | 


and expresses’ hope that the gentlemed 0 of Delhi will: assist in 
earrying out the undertaking. gel oyGE 


ta P ett, RN nee vragen 4 ihe > a 
tah ee Shae ees ae as 
ae te ° 


— 
- > + Sy a 
Oe es . Taman oad : “4 ay “ ~ ae 
FEC PEIE LI A BOE IED 
aes gain Fy 


ae ee 


a Sem ate ae ~ ~ . Set +s eet oe “ 
pevetwcltinednie <iecboes-.~ereve , - Se IR Sy he . 
WN weer” cy ¥ tres . ° #4 .# > _ 
a et . 
~~ at anor eo) a ene PA pene. or ~ s - oe - = e ep ~ah* ee: 
ee + » ¢ on oe ~~ pt . + ¢ ‘ . 
" o§ ‘ , ¢ 
°. “% “ 


Py me 
of . 2 
- ‘* 7 
ae 
ee 7 #s nap 
. e =? 
Pr ; 


( 1384 ) 


‘The Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-i- Panjab: of the 23rd. February has 
a. communicated article, which the writer suggests that, in 
erder to avoid the necessity for zemindars borrowing money , 
from native bankers, which is extremely ruinous to them, Go- 
vernment. should establish a special bank in each district for 
their benefit. In the absence of such banks, zemindars, when. 
in need of money, have no other resource than to borrow it 
from rich mahajuns at exorbitant rates of interest, which in 
the end results in their estates being sold in order to satisfy 
the extortionate demands of their creditors. Referring parti- 
cularly to the zemindars of the Punj ab, the writer states that 
a reference to the records of the tehseel and sudder offices. 
will show that the estates of many of them have changed hands 
for this very reason, the zemindars being left destitute. The 
establishment of public banks, where loans may be made to the 
people at a low rate of interest, will redeem them from this 
thisfortune. It has come to the writer’s knowledge that a 
movement has already been made in this direction at J ullun- 
dhur, where a bank has been opened exclusively for the benefit 
of the zemindars. But the régime under which tuccayee ad- 
vances are made is too strict ; for instance, furnishing a secu- 
rity, obtaining the sanction of the Financial Commissioner, | 
and other similar conditions, the fulfilment of which is required 
before an advanced can be made, subject. the’ applicants to 
mich trouble and inconvenience. A long time passes before: 
their applications are sanctioned, during which they: are: 
obli “ to oan their _— and suffer much loss. 


‘The on ait ‘on na me ‘that, for online: years aaiiiiate 
drought, or excess of rain, or unseasonable rain-fall has. reduced: 
zemindars to great distress. They. haye suffered considerable, 
losses, which are aggravated by.the excessive amount of interest. 
charged by bankers. Besides the exorbitant rate of 4 em 
cent, per. mensem at which, the mterest is generally fixed, a 


premium ‘of: three pies per. rupee is waned mente the. amoset 
lent at the time of making the payment. 
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-Governmentis asked to take measures for the relief of the 
| contuilaiie and to remove the grievance. by —s the sug- 
gestion here made. 


A correspondent. 0 of the Panj abt Akhbdr of the 24th Feb- 
ruary, writing from It Fugraon (Loodianah), reports the preva- 
lence of theft in that town, an instance of which happened on the 
15th February, when the jewels and other property of a 
prostitute named Saro were stolen in open day. ~ The cor- 
respondent remarks that since the transfer of Pundit Kalika 
Prasad, Tehseeld ar, to Delhi, ‘the crime is much on the in- 
crease. ‘In his time severe punishments were inflicted on per- 
sons of bad livelihood, which _ compelled many of them to 


quit the towns 


The Oudh Akkbier of the 27 th February, i in its correspon- 
dence, notices two serious cases of theft in Burhanpore. In 
one of these, which happened in Mohulla Mahajan, a bun- 
neah lost Rs. 2,000 worth of gold-thread, and Rs. 3,000 in 
cash; and in the other, which took place the same night, 
thieves broke into the house of a carpenter and stri ipped a bride 
of her ornaments. The police do their utmost in checking the 
crime; ; but all their exertions in . this direction are futile. : 


The Shola-i- Tir of the same date notices the freq uency of 


thefts at.Gwalior. A remarkable instance recently happened 


at the house of a prostitute, in .which property valued at 


“ 18,000 was carried away. 


= ¢ r 


‘The Benares Akhbdér of the 29th February neem “— Pr 


contemporary that drops of blood recently: rainedat Morada- 
bad:  In-several mohullas—as Loha Gurh, Deendarpura;: and 
| Mohulla-i'Purrashan —hundreds of persons saw bl ood-dropa on. 


the floors and i enna 8 of bea houses, , and on their clothes.- 


$ 


The Oudk Abibér af the. ist March ‘leitee that 1 a: a 
woman at. Umritsur,:while walking inthe bazaar handsomely: 
dressed and decorated, was ravished by a bad character, who. 


- Pe podkdn a 


~~ ae es be a ac a i ae gaan ee poner, “MSS Doras set Peg naa + _ 
be Pe cee» Se ila we it \ 3 ‘ ee * Ae, taste = bdo ng” 
- ~Sy emir Wohnen ln PP a + we tera eT ee yee ae eee . i a RS ah oe ee aie 
7 wots: oe ne ~~ San) sale i HERS we ye are o> * > RSLS SS sae 3 . = 


4 . 
rm ts, oe es he 2 ee Neen. ek % . a 4 , . 
~ tg v : wa: . 4 - . “3 t . vag = - “ - as regan ae, ee ~<a rey Ny See a a a Poss ~ PE Set Ris ge a Rh hae + - 1 2 Pe ASM eee 2 pare eC ot ep ep Pe 654 ~ ve ae 
ret . 4 9 “ eee a sex od ~ * tie pies . - eT r¥ - . . ary s Sas se ibe afl : 2. S > eae ery Ee an . -—~ SA , . —~ 7 noe : ier ee mx , 7 
= . ab 7 eS 7 . 3 : aig at al 4 Shane = + < x Fa ie . " = — 7 ae ae Pe OE is - ing 6 © mo aes, E ~ = 4 > Rrerh kA Se ae ri~ = eae updinger~ diel Sas ey ~ . 
Baek et a OR, & apo wae BF de Soe en eae : ee SPs Pee Fis See “EA Spee ER oy Sf eS eRe ee he A oe ee, Pade OF she fhbiibia Pens to. se ~ o>) oe ber : 
‘ ’ ~. f- | e ? 2 : 4 2 4 : ; oe 4 * go Bins ar % mt Age — — 4 - - wand P — mee My “ . ‘ ° we rh SANS 4 are es Bane ll m4 ‘ : ¥ 
“~ p 4 7 . be. i , ~ F ' ees ‘ oth ee ede Oe ee er Beil _ cap * ~ Fea py Spend eres zs ~The +4. on 7%, me te 3 a PO ere es a Sp RF eet ge + Se frat er - - y ~ —# “ 
~ > ve 4 ia Views a ys 8 ; ‘3 . a 4 : - : ‘ —- : ; oe = b Korg : ete . ~ enh ee + o * mae oe “a sewage _— re al ae - wf 2 
i. lg agg I wna ee hk wo ° alia Ba EMS 4 . e : Es. NS ~2 é ‘ ae - oi. eg So, te mee ot eek | . < % oy ’ ¢ Rests <x on - 
Shi 7 s + : . “ a ~ 2 als A - ’ . ‘ we » glin aly =e . s " 
. > aa a * Pee 4 “ es “ r - - m4 ‘ ° 
‘ : ’ a rm “Ot eS tae ode PL EN joe. Sa s vs cs . 
~ Li > , 
bs ee 5 . ge ie ee ee Se oe ae ‘ . . 
Rae eer gi ee HP Migs Bo pe zi - . oe, RN oan om ea 
BS ae gtr ee BE ie Se OS Sw WE ey vv SRDS TS lez Re ges : ~ sclbeny. 4 jee a ‘ ; 
' : ys ee vi Fhe Wat alee Gest z 


(¢ 16 ) 


* 


took her to his house in spite of her cries. The writer expresses 
his surprise at such a daring offence. ) | 


The Mufid-i- Amof thesame date is of opts thatthe prac- 
tice of swimming as a sport, common in most cities, especially i in 
the rainy season, but which is extremely dangerous and causes 
some deaths every year, should be prohibited by the authori- 
ties. He would only encourage swimming as an art, and thinks 
that it should be learnt by every one, but made use of only in 
order to save life. | | 


. The editor also invites attention to certain other evil, prac- 
tices, which have been repeatedly noticed in the Selections, and 
need not be further mentioned here. 


An Etawah correspondent of the same paper writes: that 
on the 10th February two packages of cotton, each containing 
about two maunds, were stolen from the godown at the rail- 
way-station at that city, and that no trace of them has been 
found. It isa matter of great surprise to the writer that, 
notwithstanding that police guards keep watch at the station, 
such heavy goods should have been carried away. 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from. 
Rajcote, reports that the guard which kept watch at Poorbun- 
der and Nowanuggur was one night suddenly attacked by a 
band of robbers led by one Yar Mohammed. A fierce struggle 
ensued between the parties, which lasted for some time, and 
ended in the death of two of the robbers and their leader. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the same date notices the attack 
made by a party of robbers on Colonel Hecate, of the 76th 
Regiment, while travelling in a carriage from Madras to join 
his regiment at Secundrabad, and the fact of his having been” 
plundered of all his property by them. The editor remarks 
that. incidents of this kind frequently happen in the territories. 
of some native chiefs, and that in order to put a stop to them 
Government would do well to post police guards at différent 


‘places on the road, the. cost of tie malntenanes of which should — 
fall on the chiefs. 
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‘The Amir-ul-Akhbér of the same date asserts that highway 
robberies are prevalent in Sheikhawati-as usual. The thanah- 
dars and other officials, posted by the Government of J eypore, 
are in the. interest of. the robbers:and share. the spoils. The 
district of Hissar, including Toosham, Keroo, Bhil, and Bhi- 
wanee, is infested with the robbers, and the exertions of a 
petty. state such as Loharoo , zealous as. they are, are quite 
powerless 1 in putting a stop to their depredations.- The police 
of the British frontier, as well as Loharoo, are eaves J busy 
in searching al after the thie ves. 


The writer: regrets that some native chiefs should allow 
plundering tribes to live in their territories and oppress the 
people. The attention of Government i is invited to the state 
of Sheikhawati. ee a oS 

EDUCATIONAL, 


The Agra Akhbar of the 20th February, in referring to 
the establishment of the proposed college at Allahabad, the 
amount raised for its support from popular subscriptions, sup- 
plemented by a grant-in-aid from Government, and the way in 
which the committee, appointed for carrying out the under- 
taking, p propose to spend it, seconds the committee’s opinion that 


the college should be called “Muir College” in honour of . the | 


name of Sir William Muir. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


“The Nojm-wl- Akhbdr of: the 24th February: states that in 
order to avert the unpropitious effects of the aurora borealis, 
which recently became visible at Jeypore, the Maharajah has 
sanctioned Rs, 1 800 to be spent in the performance of the hom 
sacrifice and giving a feast to ) Brehmam, 
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